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Ressources on our planet

are eaten up soon…



UN-action plan:

The transformation of our planet

The agenda 2030

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)



From a Linear Economy…

MAKE DISPOSENATURAL

RESOURCE 
S

TAKE

WASTE
WASTE
WASTE



…to a Circular Economy



„EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL“ OF
EU-COMMISSION-PRESIDENT
URSULA VON DER

Dec. 2019

LEYEN

“Circular economy erected as ‘number one priority’ of European Green Deal”



In the future:
Statutory regulations for Circular Economy

Europe

Medium-/long term there will be legislations in Europe, 
which will require from the enterprises that they prove 
that their products have to be taken back, kept in loops 
and which must not contain environmentally degrading

in

substances. Companies, which fulfill these future regulations
earlier will have a major advantage compared to the competiton.



Waste = rawmaterial for future

products



Circular economy: targets

•

•

•

No toxic chemicals in the products

Eco-design / creation of return-systems

Future-oriented synthetic material (e.g. bio-digradable
synthetic products)

No composite material, which is not recyclable

Profitable circular economy concepts

Reduction of the risk of product liability through
transparency via certificates

Unified  eco-labeling

Innovative transformation of the economy and industry
through long-termin thinking

•

•

•

•

•



Transparency along the supply-chain



Product-responsibility of companies

• In the future companies must take responsibility for their
products

• ECO-DESIGN: intelligent productdevelopement
view to the end of the lifecycle of the product)

(with a

• Commitment to take back the products

• Leasing-alternatives for products



Eco-Design

Intelligent „Eco-Design“-productdevelopment
with reusable individual components



Inspection of ingredients of products

coming from e.g. Asia before importing them

(meeting EU-environmental standards)



Reduction of product liability risks

through certifications



Today:

Cradle to Grave

TAKE MAKE USE WASTE



Future:

Cradle to Cradle (C2C)



EPEA

Environmental Protection Encouragement

for „C2C“
(total approx. 120 employees)

Agency

Science
EPEA- Hamburg (GER) – 40 scientists

C2C-projectimplementation
EPEA Switzerland, Bäch (CH)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Materials evaluation
Search for material-alternatives
Focus on industrial material flows
Network Management
Supply Chain Management
Knowledge Trustee

C2C-certifications
C2C Product Innovation Institute, San Francisco, USA



Categorization of materials

Cradle to Cradle® target:
Best quality of rawmaterial, chemicals & ingredients

Kategorie Beschreibung

B From Cradle to Cradle perspective predominantly suitable material

X Very problematic material characteristics regarding quality of ingrediences

from Cradle to Cradle perspective. The product optimization requires the

elimination of the ingredience or material.

Banned PROHBITED FOR APPLICATION IN CERTIFIED PRODUCTS: This

material contains one or more substances out of the blacklist and can‘t be

used in a certified product.

Grau                  This material can‘t get evaluated, either because there is no full content- 

information or because there is no toxicological information about one or 

more ingredients.

C Slightly problematic material quality from Cradle to Cradle perspective 

regarding ingrediences. Acceptable for use.

A From Cradle to Cradle perspective suitable material for the product in 

question.



C2C-Certifications
(most stringent circular economy certification

on the market)

San Francisco
USA



C2C-certificate



Examples of Cradle to Cradle certified

enterprises



Wolford (AT): underwear



Frosch (GER): cleaning products



Bayonix (GER): Biological digradable

drinking bottle



Bauwerk (GER): wooden floors



JAB Anstoetz / Climatex (GER):

upholstery fabrics



Giroflex (CH): office chairs

DIAGRAMM GIROFLEX



Puma (GER): sports equimpent



Desso (NLD): carpets



Trigema (GER): Polo Shirts



Hochtief (CH): building management

• Registration of all rawmaterials and products used in
buildings

• Check of recyclability during planning-process

• Conservation of rawmaterial-quality

• Modular construction for better separability of materials

• Presentation of the business performance and
advantages for investors



Backhausen (AT): Interior Textiles
(Returnity – the fabrics of many lifes)

Pioneer for C2C in Austria

Transition of the entire production for

C2C upholstery and curtain fabrics

(until Dec. 2012)



The Netherlands in a leading role

in Circular Economy

Example: VENLO Vision: a city without waste



Cradle-to-Cradle - EU City Projects

10 regions integrated C2C in their economy

LIMBURG (GER) – project leader GRAZ (AT) – pioneer in Austria



Packaging industry -1:

e.g. prevention of toxic printing inks, which

can migrate into the food products



Creation of framework-conditions / incentives by

the EU and Austrian politics

The politicians must create respective framework-conditions and

incentives for enterprises, who integrate circular economy, e.g. through:

✓ Tax reduction for companies, who produce recyclable products

✓ State subsidies, etc.



Government program

Austria 2020-2024:

Numerous projects for the implementation

of circular economy



Subsidies in Austria and the EU

➢ Reduction of jungle of subsidies
➢ Creation of transparency for enterprises.



Realizability / legal security

for the Industry and economy

✓ targets must be reachable by enterprises

✓ No overregulations

✓ No additional financial burdens for companies

✓ There must be legal security (clear laws)

✓ Unification of all environmental laws in Austria



Currently approx. 400 Ecolabels on the market



Reduction of ecolabels, which proofably

follow stringent tests, e.g.:



Push & Pull strategy

along the supply chain

rawmaterial consumersindustry wholesale retail



Implementation of Circular Economy:

For this NEW MOVEMENTeveryone must

pull on the same string – with passion!



A worthwhile future

for the next generations



Contact

Obkirchergasse 36
1190 Vienna

Austria

Email: rb@reinhard-backhausen.com
Web: www.reinhard-backhausen.com

Mobile: +43-676-69-24-909

mailto:rb@reinhard-backhausen.com
http://www.reinhard-backhausen.com/
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